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Abby #6087 

Biggest Loser Half,  
Panama City Beach, FL 

Deb #1690 & Vickey #1538 

Valerie #2359 &  
Lisa (Future Fanatic) 

Danene #5005, 
Mark #4643,  
Shannon #5014 & 
Karie #5003 

Scott #5256 

Indera #6014 

Melissa #4080 
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Featured Fanatic 

Lance, Half Fanatic #2021 

Where it All Started My first half marathon was back in 1998 - Silicon Valley.  I ran it for the chal-

lenge, and as a preparation to try and run a marathon so I could earn a finishers medal.  Can you 

believe they didnôt have medals for the half marathon back then?  In 2001, I strung together 

enough runs to qualify for Half Fanatics, but didnôt know of the groupôs existence until meeting into 

Tony ñEndorphin Dudeò in 2011.  I completed three in 90 days, and submitted my application. 

Now that I was an official Fanatic, and had the shirt to prove it, I wanted to moon up.  Neptune was 

nice, but I could make Uranus (go ahead and snicker.)  For 2013, a co-worker and I decided to go 

for the Rock Idol medal. I could do one half per month, which would push me to Saturn.  Mars was 

lurking out there, since I had dreamed about doing the Tahoe Triple (which is sadly still on my to 

do list), but that was a goal for another year.  Then along came Tony again.  I read his story and 

could not be anything other than inspired ï from couch to Titanium and Sun.  I also met Chris, who 

ran to the Sun to raise money for charity. But me, Iôm just a mortal.  Again everything changedé 

A Race for a Cause I ran 7 half marathons by the start of 

April 2013, and then had to take a month off for work.  My mother had been in poor 

health and her condition had continued to decline throughout the Spring of 2013 and I 

was travelling at least once a month to be with her.  She passed away on May 1
st
.  

That weekend, I completed my first double (with her watching over me).  At the second 

race of that weekend, I met a gal who was running to honor her mom who had passed 

away, and the idea began to germinate.  The race was on.  Soon I also met Trent (aka 

Marathon Man) on his quest to break the world record.  The motivation began to build 

and at the end of June my total was up to 17 runs for the year.  Now the new goal was 

to honor Momôs memory by pushing myself to reach the Sun.  I wanted to do it this 

year ï for my Mom.  Six months, and 35 runs ï I had to do it! Family, Friends, Doubles, 

Triples and a Crazy 8 helped me reach that goal. And, in the end, it was so fitting that I 

reached the Sun on the course I missed out on a year ago due to my Motherôs illness. 

Reflecting on My Journey to the Sun The best part of this journey has been the people Iôve met along the way ï Fanatics, 

Maniacs, 50 Staters, tons of people running their first half marathon and everyone else in between.  You can go to most rac-

es and find another Fanatic.  Starting with the pre-race photo, to the mid race ñgo fanatics!ò to the post-race activities, our 

Fanatic family is always there. My lifetime PR is 2:11, back in 2002, but being a back of the pack runner has also given me 

time to talk with other Fanatics and share stories.  Some of the best times are from the 3:30 ï 4:30 órunsô.  Thanks to the 

many people Iôve met along the way: Endorphin Dude, Marathon Man, the Crazy 8ôs group, the Disney / CTB Fanatics group, 

my SoCal friends, the ROTE gang, the ESC gang, and of course, my coworkers, my cousin Kim and my son Mike (HF 

#2968). Your stories inspire and motivate me, and I love meeting you at races and watching your updates on FB. Thank you 

all for making this journey both a possibility and a pleasure. 

Beyond the Sun In 2014 Iôm going to chip away at 50 States 

and maybe try to qualify for the Marathon Maniacs.  Iôm also 

going to add some more fun runs (5K) with friends.  An Ultra is 

also calling, but that may have to wait until after 2014.  If I 

havenôt met you yet, say ñHi!ò next time you see a guy in a skirt 

running or walking towards the back of the pack! 

²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άCŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ CŀƴŀǝŎέΚ 
5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΚ 
9Ƴŀƛƭ ƳŜ ŀǘΥ ƘŀƭũŀƴŀǝŎƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΗ 
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New Years Double,  
Allen, TX 

Yukon Do It, 
Port Orchard, WA 

Biggest Loser Half,  
Panama City Beach, FL 

Divas Half Marathon,  
SoCal, CA 

Philadelphia Marathon/
Half Marathon,  
Philadelphia, PA 

Charlie #3181, Eileen #1035, Lisa #579, 
Angela #4632, Bob #2878 


