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Featured Fanatics
Carl & Karen Johnson, Half Fanatics

't was stil!/ dark, it was very cold,
30 minutes and it was time to give up
Shuttle buses had brought us to the si
Mar at hon, some 12 miles up the Col or a

We knew it was goi ngand igtetwarsu cahl swa r gm
|l ight enough to appreciate t-thats pdaqgtha
now shivering was making us think twi
this race in March of 2007. 't was il
a gentl eman weattihemgt'tBlde mahmikr tc'l ot hi ng
| ow runners that he had run a marat hoi

of Col umbi a. We were stildl shivering

travel and his commitment -amdajgcal 13
aw€ nspiring mil ersacaendacstoinvei tpyosltat er , it started to ge
Karen and | had been married just over two years and
Whil e dating and since our marriage we had run toget |
ha-médr at hon together the previous fal/l in Valley of Fi
our little girl, Rachel, earl i er that year and the r .
setting had been amazing. We enjoyed the race and e\

run a number of half an<dbuftultlh enya rhaatdh obnese ni nqduiivtied uaa I fleyw
the idea of eedmpleetQuiggtd e 0 arad aft hrombsd |l Enor mous appea
working -agamen fuhbhd retired aytaw Wemyscaaebirer Khrem

nurse, but now home fulltime with our daughter. We |
happen. I't would keep us in shape, take us places wi
tired, sore or just feeling |lazy.

Our goal was to complete all 50 states and the Distr.]i
shape | was 53. Within months we were on our way to
sey to run t he-maamg-bBrhainccihalHayl fki cki ng of f

our quest. Most of our early races were to | ocation:
had friends or family thatampdt us up for the race we:
that could also help with Rachel while we ran. I n f i
been a running partner -Wwioglgiuwmg ¢ihmwe she was born
sands of miles in multipleandogging strollers as we t |
even completing a couple of races with wus. However,
the exceptions, as friends, family, race directors al
ciations have al/l been an enormous help to us during
travel . My married children have also kept her on s|
end tgh®rsing in our goal in a much appreciated way.
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